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Introduction:  
According to some polling data up to 168 million people in this country profess to be “born again” or “Evangelical.”  Numbers of this magnitude should give us pause to reflect.  Let me try to illustrate these for you.  In an office of 100 people,  45 of them would be believers.  In a football stadium of 50,000 people, 23,000 would be believers. 
Similar studies indicate other surprising trends. Amongst those believers, the divorce rate is higher than the general population.  Disbelief in the authority of the Scripture is  common amongst those professing faith.
Now, before we react to the validity of the studies, consider this:   Whatever the reasons or even if it is flawed, it does indicate one thing:  There are a lot of people who say they believe.  Millions of people in this country say “they have faith.”  In fact, almost half the people in your neighborhood, at your job and in your life, say that they have faith.  So here is the question for today:  Does saying it make it so?   If a man says he has faith, does he actually have faith.  And one that strikes a little closer to home; does faith actually have merit in the eyes of God?
There is a commonly held belief amongst evangelicals today, that conversion has to do with praying a certain prayer or confessing belief in certain doctrines.  I have spoken to people who insist that a person is a believer because they once prayed a certain prayer, even though that person is now publicly denying belief in Christ.  To suggest that such a person probably does not possess “Saving Faith” is a formula for controversy and even anger

James takes up these question in the second chapter of his letter.  He is direct, some would even say blunt, in his assessment of faith.  He provides us with Spirit inspired descriptions of faith.  Anticipating the hostile reaction to what He is about to reveal,  God has already warned us in this epistle that…

James 1:20-22  the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.  21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.  22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 
The entire book of James has come under fire from time to time throughout history for its insistence on “obedience” or “doing.”  Mainly because The Bible clearly teaches Salvation by faith alone in Christ alone.  
Romans 3:28  28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.

Galatians 2:16  16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.

So what does James mean when he says…...   [Take Your Bibles and Turn to James]
James 2:14-26  14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?  15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?  17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  18 But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of God.  24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.  25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

James describes two problems that have plagued men from the beginning: 

· Profession verses Possession [14-16]

· Faith without works verses Faith that works [17-26]
Profession verses Possession [14-17]
James 2:14-17  14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?  15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?  17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
If someone “says” he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?:  James is going to argue that it cannot.  Let’s just get that out on the table right now.  We are not going to try to explain away the remark, but explain its meaning.  In fact,  God’s Word begins immediately to explain the proposition that faith that has no works cannot be saving faith.  God does this with the following illustration: 
If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food:  This would have been a common situation in a world without welfare, relief, or food kitchens.  People who were injured, crippled, widowed or orphaned were at the complete mercy of others.  James has already spoken about the care of these kinds of people saying,
James 1:27  27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
And one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,":  This describes a person who “professes” to believe.  There are millions of people like this.  They think that “believing” will make God smile and say, “awe,  I am so flattered that you believe in me.  That is what I wanted more than anything else in the world and I will count that for something”   James is about to burst a lot of bubbles.  Perhaps this is why this little book gets a reaction when followed and proclaimed. 
Yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?:  Going out on the street and giving food and clothing to the poor will not save you.  It shows that “saying you care” does not mean “you care” any more than saying you believe mean that you have faith.  
God does not accept your good works, BUT, and this is vital,  He also does not accept church membership, agreement with doctrine or anything else for that matter.  Nothing men do will ever gain them standing in God’s sight.  Many believe that there is merit  in their doctrine, confession, confirmation or church membership and they seek to use it as a bargaining chip with God.  God grants no saving merit to any works of men.   

Isaiah 64:6  6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself:  James speaks of faith that is mere words.  Such dead faith is exposed in statements or thoughts like, “I believe in Jesus, but I will not sacrificially love and serve my wife until she begins to act the way she should.”  or  “I believe in Jesus, but I am not going to forgive that believer.” 
1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
This is like saying I believe there is a bomb set to go off momentarily in this building, but I will not get up and run out.  Why will you not run?  Because saying you believe does not prove that you do believe.  What does prove it?  Of course, your actions.  You get up and you flee for your life.  Now you are a believer.   
This is what John the Baptist was talking about when he called out the Pharisees: 

Matthew 3:7-9  7 …. he said to them, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 "Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;  9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham.

Jesus encountered the same guys when He was preaching:

Matthew 7:16-20  Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?  17 "So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits.
You cannot turn this around.  You cannot go and get some apples and put them on a scrub oak and turn that tree into an apple tree.  The fruit must come from that tree.  And…you cannot hang a sign on that scrub oak that says it is an apple tree either or plant it in an apple orchard and say it is an apple tree.  There must be something in the nature of that tree that will produce blossoms in the spring and apples in the fall.  Applying this truth to human profession of faith without possession of Christ, Jesus said,
Matthew 7:21   21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.

Jesus is describing profession without possession of trust in Christ.  It allows you to evaluate our faith to see if it is authentic.  
Faith without works verses Faith that works [18-26]

James 2:18-26  8 But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of God.  24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.  25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.:  James proposes a simple test.  It is a “put your money where your mouth is” type of challenge.  Anyone can say they have faith, but let me see how you live.  It is aimed at what passes for faith in the majority of those millions we mentioned earlier.   It is faith in faith alone.  If we say we believe, that will be enough for God.  “Show me where to sign to say that I believe and I will surely do it.” 
You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.:   Believing in God, James says will do you as much good as it does for the Devil’s demons.  You may even fear Him, but “faith in faith” is empty and dead.  You must have faith, which means “TRUST” in Christ and His work for you on the Cross.    
Are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?:  This trust in God reveals itself in discipleship.  We follow Him because we trust Him to take us through this life and into the next one.  We do not trust our own wants, desires and instincts.  We trust the unconditional love and omniscient direction of our Sovereign King and Lord.  We trust Him implicitly when He says: 

Matthew 16:24-26   "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 
What good is your faith if you will not trust the one who gave it to you enough to hear His Words, hang on His every command and Follow after Him.   
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?:   This is where James turns the argument.  This is not the time to pull a verse out of context or stop reading or paying attention.  Abraham is saved because he had trust in God.  He did not second guess God.  He did not think God would hurt him or nullify His own promise to Him.  You see…Faith is Trust in God the person and not just words. 
Hebrews 11:17-19  17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son;  18 it was he to whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED."  19 He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.

God had already told Abraham that his descendents would come through Isaac.  The test was not to see if Abraham would kill his son, but to reveal that Abraham trusted God. 

Faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected:  It was not the works that justified him.  It was the works that revealed the faith that justified Him.  The phrase “faith was perfected” means his trust in God was brought to complete maturity and completeness.  
How does something like this work for us?  Suppose that we think God wants us to give some money to His work, but we fear that we will not have enough to meet our own expenses.  We read in the Scripture:
Luke 6:38  38 "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."

Philippians 4:19-20  19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  20 Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
2 Corinthians 9:7-11  7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;  9 as it is written, "HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER."  10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness;  11 you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.
We decide that we will go ahead and give even though we are afraid.  We have decided that God’s promise is true and His Word is sufficient for us.  As we trust God in this, our faith is now a living faith.  Before we only said that we believed these verses, now we are trusting in Christ to care for us.  This is how faith is brought to maturity.  This is true of every thing you will ever learn about your life in Christ. 
The Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS:  James agrees with Paul and quotes the same verse Paul quoted in Romans to prove justification by faith alone.  

Romans 4:2-3  2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  3 For what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."

James continues to compare faith with false faith.  This is why he comes down on exactly the same spot that Paul does in his teaching of salvation by faith alone.  Abraham had real living faith that moved him to do what God called Him to do.
For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead:  The argument concludes with this striking comparison.  If a body does not have the spirit, it may appear human and have the outward appearance of a human but it is dead.  In the same way, Faith may appear to be faith but the absence of works reveals it to be dead.   
CONCLUSION

We are not speaking of faith verses works.  The Scripture speaks with one voice on this issue.  We are saved by Faith Alone, through Christ Alone, to The Glory of God Alone.   We are speaking of authentic faith verses false faith.  Today is your opportunity to consider your trust of Christ and what He promised you. Are you willing to act on what you believe?
Why Does this matter?  We cannot just say we believe the Bible. Let us instead trust Christ and act on His instructions and commands. Let us wake up to the purpose of our calling.  God has given us faith to be saved but also faith to work and grow and live and glorify Christ in this life. Martin Luther finally boiled this entire controversy down to a simple statement:  
“Faith alone saves, but the faith that saves is never alone.”

Ask for a verdict:  Is God calling you to obey Him in some area of your life?  Is He calling you to honor your husband as His Word instructs and commands?  Is He calling you dads not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the fear and admonition of the Lord?  Is He calling you to sacrifice some of your time for others and some of your money for His work and glory in the world?  Is He calling you to invest your time and energy to seriously learn His Word?
God has justified us by faith alone through Christ alone, but we still live in this world by faith. 

Romans 1:16-17  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."

2 Corinthians 5:7   7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
Stop fearing and trust Christ.  Decide now to step out and do what the Bible has called you to do.  If it is service for His other children then purpose now to do it.  If it is forgiveness that needs to be granted or sought, do not let another day go without trusting Christ with genuine authentic faith.  Are you a whiner?  Do your complaints and grumblings reach to the throne room of God?  Have you forgotten that God is the one who is at work in your life?  What will you do as you go out this morning to live by faith?  Let’s give God the final word from His letter to the Philippians, 
Philippians 2:12-16  work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,  16 holding fast the word of life
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